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 Executive Committee  

Meeting Minutes 

March 6, 2015 

12:00 p.m. – 12:50 p.m. 

Board of Pharmacy 

Suite 120 

Arizona State Land Building 

1616 W. Adams  

Phoenix, Arizona 85007 

 
 

 

Executive Committee Members Present 

Becky Brimhall-Lepire (Chair), Patsy J. Gillis (Secretary), Deborah M. Lavinsky (Legislative and Policy 

Coordinating Committee/LPCC Chair), Lisa M. O’Neill (Aging in Community Committee/AICC 

Chair), and C.T. Wright (Past Chair) 

 

Executive Committee Members Absent 

Tonya Watson (Vice Chair) 

 

Guest Present and Signing In 

Heidi Ross 

 

Council Staff Present 

Cathy De Lisa  

 

Welcome and Call to Order 

Governor’s Advisory Council on Aging (GACA) Chair Becky Brimhall-Lepire called the meeting to 

order at 12:06 p.m.  

 

Review of February 5, 2015 Draft Meeting Minutes & Approval 

Following a review of the February 5, 2015 draft minutes, C.T. Wright made a motion to approve, 

Deborah Lavinsky seconded the motion; the motion passed.   
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Chair Report & Discussion 

Transition – the GACA Chair reported that an official letter of appointment had not been received; 

however, Executive Director Cathy De Lisa had received word that the current Chair of the Governor’s 

Advisory Council on Aging would be continuing in that role in 2015.   

 

Council’s 2015 Priorities, Measurable Outcomes & Tracking – the GACA Chair discussed having the 

Vice Chair support the work of the committees and subcommittees by helping ensure clear, measurable 

outcomes to track and report on.  Since the Aging in Community Committee (AICC) will be discussing 

and voting on proposed objectives at their May meeting, the members proposed having the Vice Chair 

prepare information to be presented at the July meetings for further discussion and potential vote.     

 

Review of Subcommittee Work – at the invitation of the GACA Chair, both the LPCC Chair and the 

AICC Chair provided updates on the work of their subcommittees.  By general consensus, the group 

agreed that the work of the subcommittees was important to the revitalization of the Governor’s 

Advisory Council on Aging and the achievement of measurable outcomes.  Challenging logistics 

discussed included the need for more time in the breakout discussions, changing the configuration of the 

room set up, getting soft spoken members to speak up and project to the group(s), and finding ways that 

the members might be able to participate in both, if so desired.  The GACA Chair pointed out that the 

Legislative Tracking Subcommittee would complete the bulk of its work when the session ends, so a 

focus on Senior Action Days would occur in the LPCC.  Members also discussed the size of the 

Alzheimer’s Subcommittee compared to the Transportation Subcommittee.  The GACA Chair asked for 

a volunteer from the committee to help with follow up on research conducted by the Executive Director, 

and Patsy Gillis volunteered to follow up with active Silver Haired Legislatures to learn more after 

having received the information from the Executive Director. 

 

By-Law Amendments 

GACA Chair Becky Brimhall-Lepire reported an Ad Hoc group had been appointed to further review 

and propose any additional amendments to the current By-Laws with the intent to present all proposed 

amendments for discussion at the May GACA meeting and take action in July following at least a 30 

day notice and posting.  A copy of the proposed amendments, provided to the Council in January, with 

edits was circulated and is available for review from the Council on Aging office. 

 

Senior Action Days –Council Chair Brimhall-Lepire invited the Past Chair to provide an overview of 

discussion on plans for the Senior Action Days.  Following a short review of the Senior Action Day 

Subcommittee discussions including a proposed time period of the last week in September and first 

week of October, Patsy Gillis made a motion that the Past Chair and Chair meet with legislative 

leadership and share information with updates.  Lisa O’Neill seconded the motion; the motion passed 

unanimously. Executive Director De Lisa reminded the group that the Ad Hoc Committee on Review 

and Revitalization and Public Relations had suggested utilizing “alumni” members of the Governor’s 

Advisory Council on Aging when selecting locations, planning, promoting and holding the events 

around Arizona.      
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Staff Report & Discussion 

Requests to the Council and the Office on Aging – Ms. De Lisa shared requests to GACA and the Office 

including a request from the Arizona Department of Health Services Liaison, Dr. Babak Nayeri for 

another group picture.  The flyer for the Age-Friendly Network “Going Places” conference was shared 

with the members, and Executive Director De Lisa announced the Office on Aging had been invited 

once again to cosponsor the Arizona Alzheimer’s Consortium community conference on June 12, 2015 

at the Mesa Convention Center.  Other requests to the Office on Aging included a letter of support for a 

grant and input on the White House Regional Forum. A copy of the “Going Places” flyer is available 

through the Council on Aging office. 

 

Office Initiatives – Ms. De Lisa reported the Arizona Fall Prevention Coalition meets next on March 12
th

 

and the Arizona Alzheimer’s Task Force is meeting on March 13
th

 to continue development of strategies 

around final recommendations for the Plan.  According to Ms. De Lisa state agency Aging 2020 reports 

for 2014 are ready and awaiting final revisions to the Governor’s Office on Aging website.  

 

Older Americans Month in May – Ms. De Lisa reminded the group of the special observation. 

 

Office Operations – Ms. De Lisa shared efforts to juggle workload with two staff and invited members 

to recruit volunteers, as able.   

 

Social Event in Spring – Ms. De Lisa stated she hoped to enlist a Council member to help plan a social 

event prior to the May GACA meeting. 

 

Report Out & Discussion Related to Executive Committee 

No further discussion. 

 

Adjourn 

Council Chair Becky Brimhall-Lepire adjourned the meeting at 12:41 p.m. 

 

Next Meeting  

The next Executive Committee meeting is planned for May 8, 2015; time and location to be 

determined and announced by Public Meeting Notice posted at the Governor’s Advisory Council 

on Aging website:  http://www.azgovernor.gov/gaca/.  These meetings are open to the public. 

http://www.azgovernor.gov/gaca/

